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modern epic in hexameters, though it was a serio-comic one,
more directly inspired by Longfellow's Evangeline.
Sterling belonged to a Cambridge group interested in Goethe
and German scholarship in the late twenties, largely through the
influence of Hare, reinforced by Carlyle. Froude, Arnold and
Clough were Oxford men round about 1840, when religion,
after the Oxford Movement, was again a burning issue. Twenty
years later there came a third wave of interest in Goethe and
German philosophy, also starting from Oxford. This was at the
time of Essays and Reviews (1860), the expression of liberal
theological views held by leading minds in the Church of Eng-
land, a year after the publication of The Origin of Species. During
the intervening twenty years the Broad Church party, including
men like Hare, F. D. Maurice and Professor Benjamin Jowett,
one of the contributors to Essays and Revieivs, had been much
impressed by advanced German theology. J. A. Symonds, who
was a student at Balliol at this time, where Jowett was his tutor,
says that everyone talked theology at Oxford, even at breakfast
parties or on the river. They were more radical now in their
Humanism than the preceding generation, but just as nostalgic
for faith as Clough in Easter Day or Arnold in Stanzas from the
Grande Chartreuse. Symonds passed through a prolonged crisis
of doubt which lasted till he was thirty. He found some peace of
mind in the Alps, where he finally settled for reasons of health.
There he felt, if not God, at least greatness. But in the develop-
ment of his eclectic philosophy of life, Goethe and the Stoics were
all-important. He found the key to Goethe in the poemProomfon
(the introduction to Gott und Welt], brought to his notice by T. H.
Green, whose head was full of German Idealism after his studies at
Heidelberg. Symonds found peace in a Weltfrommigkeit which gave
a deeper meaning for him to his work as a historian of art, and he
sketched a*'philosophy of evolution'' in an essay which took as its
text the hymn of Cleanthes the Stoic and Goethe's Proomion, finely
translated here by Symonds himself. T. H. Green, who married
Symonds's sister, became the leading Hegelian at Oxford. His"ky
sermons", of which we are given an impression in those of Henry
Grey in RobertElsmere, Mrs. Humphrey Ward's very popular novel
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